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The Oklahoma County Conservation District is a local 
subdivision of state government.  The district was 
organized in 1941 to help local citizens protect and 
conserve our natural resources. 
 
The main goal of our District is to ensure that all 
citizens have access to quality education and 
assistance as they seek to preserve, protect, and 
enhance the natural resources in our county.  We 
serve as the local link for our citizens to access 
federal and state conservation agencies and 
programs. 
 
Our District encompasses all of Oklahoma County 
and covers 459,802 acres. It is unique in that 79% of 
the land inside our boundaries is within an 
incorporated city.  We work with a broad scope of 
rural and urban landowners, and we have cooperative 
agreements with 485 people covering 82,175 acres in 
the county. 
 
A board of five district directors (three elected and two 
appointed) governs the conservation district.  The 
Board of Directors submits this annual report to inform 
the public of this past year’s accomplishments in 
conservation education and assistance. 
 
We invite all citizens of Oklahoma County to become 
familiar with the activities and services of our District.  
We welcome people to visit our office and get 
acquainted with our staff. 
 
Our board meetings are held the first Wednesday of 
the each month at 1:30 p.m. except for May and 
October which are held on the second Wednesday at 
1:30 p.m. The meetings are always open to the public, 
and citizens are welcome to attend. 
 
Mission Statement:  To educate, empower, and 
assist all citizens of Oklahoma County in protecting, 
managing, and conserving our natural resources 
 
Vision Statement:  Clean water and healthy soils for 
a quality environment 

District board members and employees: (left to right) district 
manager Don Bartolina, Rick Godfrey, Debbie Straughn, 
Richard Parker, Jan Kunze, Mark Moehle, and district 
secretary Becky Inmon. 

The Conservation District shares office space with 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service, a 
federal agency in the US Department of Agriculture.  
The NRCS provides technical assistance to the 
conservation district and our district cooperators 
and administers the USDA technical and cost-share 
programs. 

Our office is located at 4850 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste B, 
in Oklahoma City. Office hours are Monday - Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 



 

Oklahoma Conservation Cost-Share Program 
The conservation district administers the Oklahoma Conservation 
Cost-Share Program for Oklahoma County. The district board 
seeks input from local citizens and conservation agencies to 
determine which practices will be included in the program each 
year. This past fiscal year, our district administered funding for 
Program Years 14 and 15. 

Program Year 14: 
Our district received $14,465 in funding for Program Year 14. 
Three of the our six approved performance agreements were 
completed during FY 14.  Producers received payments of 
$8,340.05.  Producers spent an additional $8,961.95 to install the 
practices with a total cost of the practices being $17,302.  
Practices included were 59 acres of cedar removal and pond 
construction.  All the Program Year 14 funds were obligated and all 
the agreements were completed. 

Program Year 15: 
Our District received $18,175 in funding.  We held two sign-up 
periods and six cost-share applications were approved.  Two of the 
approved agreements were completed during FY 2014. The 
producers received payments totaling $1,823.56. Producers spent 
an additional $1,961.17 to install the practices bringing the total 
cost to $3,784.73.  All the Program Year 15 funds have been 
obligated.  Practices installed were a water well and a pond.   
Three of the remaining agreements are for cedar control and one 
is for pasture planting. 
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Watershed Program 
There are two watershed structures located in Oklahoma County, 
one in the Kickapoo Nations watershed project, and the other in 
the Bear-Fall-Coon Creek watershed project.  These structures 
capture runoff from heavy rains and release it at a slower rate 
which prevents flooding downstream.  Our District is responsible 
for providing maintenance on Kickapoo Nations Site #4 and Bear-
Fall-Coon Site #32. Kickapoo Nations protects 165,300 acres in 
Oklahoma and Lincoln Counties.  The Bear-Fall-Coon Watershed 
protects 120,000 acres. 

District and NRCS personnel inspect these structures each year to 
check for alterations to the dams, development in the flood plain or 
reservoir, and adequate vegetation.  Dams are also checked for 
holes, cracks, bulges, animal burrows or trails, wave damage, 
deterioration or corrosion, obstructions, or missing components. 

Both structures in our county are in good condition and have no 
immediate maintenance needs at this time.  During FY 2014, we 
participated in the Okie One-Call system which gave us the 
opportunity to be pro-active in addressing potential hazards to 
these sites.  While there was construction activity near the sites 
during the year, we were able to determine that the activity did not 
pose a threat to our dams. 

Bear-Fall-Coon Creek Site 32 is located 
in NE Oklahoma County. 

Kickapoo Nations Watershed Site 4 in 
eastern Oklahoma County.  

This photo shows cedars being cut by 
cost-share participant Susan Pollock.  

Pond being built by cost-share 
participant Ray Stanfield Jr. 



 

Education and Information 

Our District carried out or assisted with a variety of education and 
information programs this past year.  Programs were planned or 
implemented for both youth and adults. 

 August 8-9: Attended the annual Statewide Women in 
Agriculture and Small Business Conference held at the 
Moore Norman Technology Center in Oklahoma City. 

 September: Sponsored annual poster contest for students 
kindergarten thru 5th grade.  Where does Your Water 
Shed? was the theme for the contest.  Our district provided 
awards for the top three in each division.  Three local 
winners took first place and two second place in the OACD 
Area Contest. 

 September 26: Sponsored  a Natural Resource Day for fifth 
grade students at Edmond Sunset Elementary. Students 
rotated through stations with activities on fishing, forestry, 
the water cycle, and wetland macroinvertebrates.  The 
event was held at the Lake Arcadia education area with 100 
students plus teachers and parent sponsors attending. 

 October 4: Sponsored a Water Festival with Deer Creek 
Grove Valley Elementary.  Students rotated through four 
activity stations. Three of the stations were Project WET 
activities, The Incredible Journey, Macroinvertebrate 
Mayhem, and Common Water; and the fourth station was a 
hands-on Enviroscape® demonstration. There were 83 
fourth grade students that participated in the event. 

 March 8:  Provided educational program for the Oklahoma 
City Partners in Progress organization.  Over 50 metro area 
students of various ages attended the event and 
participated in water cycle and soil painting activities. 

 April 24: Assisted the Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
with a soils activity booth during annual ScienceFest. 
Students had the opportunity to dig through compost to 
search for different living organisms found in the soil. There 
were 4,649 students and teachers from across Oklahoma at 
this year’s event held at the Oklahoma City Zoo. 

 April 29-May 1: Assisted OACD and other agency partners 
with the 63rd Annual National Land and Range Judging 
Contest held in Oklahoma City.  The three day event, 
headquartered at the Biltmore Hotel, was held April 29 
through May 1.  District staff handled pre-registration and 
numerous other preparations leading up to the contest and 
worked the three days at the contest. Approximately 850 
people from 34 states including students, sponsors, and 
coaches were at this year’s event. 
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Deer Creek Grove Valley Elementary student 
Joseph Sharpe III won first place in Division 
II of the local contest and also placed first in 
the OACD Area Poster Contest. 

Sunset Elementary students participate in a 
wetland activity to learn about macro 
invertebrates found in healthy water bodies. 

District manager Don Bartolina talks with 
students visiting the ‘Dig In’ display during 
annual ScienceFest in April. 

4-H and FFA teams from 34 states came to 
Oklahoma City for the Annual Land and 
Range Judging competition on May 1. 



 

Education and Information (Cont.) 

 February 19:  Provided a Project WET educational program 
and activity to fourth and fifth grade students at Oklahoma 
Christian Academy in Edmond. There were 34 students in 
attendance.  

 May 2:  Assisted Department of Wildlife volunteers with a 
Natural Resource Day held for Putnam City Harvest Hills 5th 
grade. Students rotated through three stations with a fishing 
clinic, wildlife skins and skulls, and the district staff provided a 
Project WET activity and an Enviroscape® demonstration.  
The event was held at the Lake Arcadia education area and 
70 students were in attendance.   

 May 8:  Sponsored  a Natural Resource Day with Jones 
Elementary fifth grade students and teachers. Students 
rotated through stations with a fishing clinic, and activities from 
Project Learning Tree, Project WET, Wonders of Wetlands, 
and the Enviroscape®.  The event was held at the Lake 
Arcadia education area and 85 students were in attendance.   

 June 12:  Assisted Jones Elementary teacher Lisa Pitts with 
educational activities at Rose State KIDS College.  Students 
participated in two Project WET activities, The Incredible 
Journey and The Rainstick, where they made a bracelet to 
simulate their journey through the water cycle and made 
colorful rainsticks as they learned about the role of rainsticks 
in early cultures.  Students also learned about the importance 
of soils for all their food, clothing, and shelter,  made their own 
edible soil profiles.  Students got to see and touch  animal 
skins from various wildlife populations native to Oklahoma 
County and learn some ‘fun facts’ about each animal.  A total 
of 31 students in grades 1-4 participated in KIDS College. 

 

Annual Report - Page 4  

(Above) A group of students show off their 
rainsticks and (right) a student prepares to 
enjoy a cup of edible soil during activities at 
Rose State KIDS College in June. 

Harvest Hills students show off bracelets 
they made while participating in the Project 
WET activity ‘The Incredible Journey’. 

Jones 5th grade students enjoy a Project 
WET activity ‘The Incredible Journey’. 

Secretary Becky Inmon talks with Harvest 
Hills students while preparing to demonstrate 
the Enviroscape watershed model at Lake 
Arcadia in May. 

Jones students participate in a wetland 
activity at the Lake Arcadia education area 
during a Natural Resource Day in May. 



 

Education and Information (Cont.) 

 February 7: Assisted Karla Beatty with a conservation 
education booth at the annual EE Expo held at the Rosser 
Education Building at the Oklahoma City Zoo. 

 March 24:  Set up a booth for Conservation Day at the State 
Capitol. Visited with legislators and handed out information 
concerning upcoming legislation and local district programs. 

 Prepared a grant proposal and received funds to purchase 
450 of the Project WET booklets ‘The Water Story’ to be used 
for students participating in district educational activities. 

 Prepared and mailed a district newsletter to county producers, 
legislators, and conservation partners three times during the 
year to keep them informed of district programs and activities. 

 Maintained a website for our district. The site is http://
www.okcountyconservation.com.  District information such as 
board meetings, monthly agendas, minutes, newsletters, 
annual reports, current events, and news is posted to the site 
as needed. 

 We also developed a new social media site on Facebook.  Our 
site can be viewed at: https://www.facebook.com/
oklahomacountyconservationdistrict 
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USDA Programs 
Our District works closely with the NRCS staff in carrying out 
conservation work and educational programs in Oklahoma 
County.  The NRCS staff provides technical assistance to the 
conservation district and to county land users in rural and urban 
areas. 

FY 2014 Accomplishments include: 

 Two applications for Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) and three existing CSP contracts on 390 ac. 

 Seven active EQIP contracts on 941 acres.  Practices 
planned on remaining contracts include ponds, cedar con-
trol, and pasture planting with nutrient management. 

 Practices installed include: 2 critical area plantings, 1 water 
wells, 2 ponds, and cedar control. 

 Made contacts with 7,925 individuals and 5 groups to pro-
mote conservation outreach, educational activities, or tech-
nical assistance. 

 Conservation plans, new and revised, were developed on 
700 acres. 

 Utilized Earth Team volunteers to assist with special pro-
grams and educational activities.  We used nine volunteers 
for 115 hours. 

District used grant funds to purchase 
450 of this Project WET educational 
booklet to hand out in the 2014-2015 
school year. 

Earth Team volunteer Joe McCrary shows 
students proper casting techniques during a 
fishing clinic at one of the district’s Natural 
Resource Days held at Lake Arcadia. 

District Manager Don Bartolina was 
presented a ‘Certificate of Appreciation’ 
for his years of assisting NRCS with 
new employee training sessions held in 
Oklahoma City. 



 

USDA Programs  - Cont. 
 Provided assistance to the National Land and Range 

Judging Contest.  Prepared practice sites including holes 
and slope shots, set up signs, assisted with traffic, parking, 
cleanup and other items as needed during the three-day 
event. 

 One of seven USDA offices that provide service to 
individuals needing Level II Electronic Authorization to gain 
online access to USDA websites.  Assisted over 200 people 
this FY. 

 Assist with NRCS Orientation for New Employees (ONE) 
courses held 3-5 times annually in Oklahoma City. NRCS 
district conservationist Rod Shaw, District manager Don 
Bartolina and director Rick Godfrey provide information to 
participants on topics including soils, partnerships and working 
with multiple groups and agencies, training on mitigation of 
wetland acres, and installation of grade structures. 

 Attended outreach programs designed to provide producers 
and local citizens with soil health information and USDA 
program information. 
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Cooperating Agencies 

In addition to the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, OACD, 
NACD, and NRCS, our district maintains Memorandums of 
Agreement with the following agencies/groups: 

 Bureau of Indian Affairs 
 Oklahoma State University Extension Service 
 Farm Service Agency 
 Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Forestry Division 
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 
 Commissioners of the Land Office 
 Army Corps of Engineers 

Associations & Partners 

 Our district paid association dues to the Oklahoma Association 
of Conservation Districts (OACD) and to the National 
Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) in  FY 2014.   
Board members and staff attended the OACD Area II meeting 
in November and the Annual State Meeting in March.   

 Our District maintained partnerships and paid dues to the 
Sirloin Club of Oklahoma and Cross Timbers RC&D.  Director 
Rick Godfrey served on the RC&D Board.  The district is also a 
member of the Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association and the 
National Watershed Coalition. 

New Cooperator 
Agreements 

The district approved five new 
cooperator agreements covering 
126 acres.   

NRCS and district personnel assisted OACD 
in preparations for the 63rd annual National 
Land and Range Judging Contest held in 
Oklahoma City. 

Participants at a recent soil health outreach 
meeting held in Shawnee. 

DC Rod Shaw (2nd from left) receives a 
‘Certificate of Recognition’ from NEDC 
(National Employee Development Center)  
for assisting with NRCS training sessions 
held in Oklahoma City the past several years. 




	Annual Report - FY 2014
	annual report signatures

